Chapter Sixteen
THE   ATROCITY   CAMPAIGN

THE   GERMAN   CAMPAIGN   AGAINST   POLAND   BEGAN

long before the crisis which led to war. Not long
after Field Marshal Goring's visit to Poland as
the guest of the President of the Republic, the
Press hounds of Dr Goebbels were unleashed. By
1938 abuse and vilification of Poland had reached
a crescendo of violence surpassing even the
previous anti-British and anti-Jewish campaigns.
At present Dr Goebbels is in disgrace on account
of his lack of skill in smuggling his ill-gotten
fortune out of Germany and his consequent dis-
covery, but in 1938 and during the months
preceding Hitler's attack on Poland, he led the
anti-Polish Press campaign with such a reptilian
venom, such a complete disregard not only of
truth, but also of common decency, that few of his
tirades can be quoted in their entirety, A similar
Press campaign had been part of the Nazi technique
in preparing for the rape of Austria and Czecho-
slovakia, and it was clear that Nazi Germany was
determined to 'settle accounts' with Poland. The
interruption of this campaign in consequence of
representations made by M Lipski, Polish Ambas-
sador in Berlin, and one of the friends of the
Wilhelmstrasse, deceived nobody. It was soon
resumed with renewed vehemence. Below we
quote a few passages from the Goebbelian efforts
that filled the German newspapers for many
months, omitting, of course, the more obscene
parts. They give an insight into the mentality of
23 6r